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God's Perfect Plan
A true-life story of God's grace
ndrea Dufour, a Georgetown, Del., native, graduated from Cedarville in
2001 with a bachelor of arts degree in elementary education. In August
2000, a tragic car accident changed Dufour's life. During senior chapel on
May 24, 2001, Dufour shared the account of her experience, testifying to
the strength God gave her. She challenged the student body to consider God's perfect
plan.

A

"A picture of our last
night together
flashed in my mind.
It was Wednesday
night prayer meeting,
and we were praying
together. I can still
hear Jon asking God
for His will in both
of our lives. "
~

Andrea Dufour

This past August, I lost my fiance, Jonathan Leach, to a car accident. Jon and I
dated for almost six years. He was my best friend, my boyfriend, and eventually my
fiance. We came to Cedarville four years ago with many plans and dreams, and they
were all swept away within a few minutes.
The accident happened when my friend Lauren Kenworthy, Jon, and I were
heading to Tennessee. We had only traveled seven miles away from Jon's home in
Delaware.
Those who have seen the car can't believe that Lauren and I survived the
accident. I was told that the car was demolished except for the two spots where
Lauren and I had been sitting. Lauren received only minor injuries and was able to
recall everything; she was even able to give our phone numbers to the paramedics
when they came. I received a moderate brain injury and was flown to an ICU.
The doctor said that there was a high chance that I would not be able to return to
Cedarville and that I may not even be the same person.
I woke up in the hospital, asking for Jonathan. I knew there was something
wrong because he was not there with me. I can still picture my dad weeping over me
in the hospital room, telling me that Jonathan had died. I was numb and didn't know
how to feel. I was filled with memories of him.
I was not able to attend my fiance's funeral because I was still in the ICU, and
doctors weren't sure if my condition was stable enough. When I found out that I
missed Jon's funeral, it broke my heart. But when I was told that six people were
saved and many lives were changed, I had amazing peace that could only have come
from God.
When I returned home, my heart felt like it had broken into a million pieces.
I wanted to pick up the phone to call Jon and ask how his day went or to tell him
something that had happened to me that day. At that point, I had the choice to either
become bitter or to trust God. I knew that Jon would never have wanted me to
become bittei: A picture of our last night together flashed in my mind. It was
Wednesday night prayer meeting, and we were praying together. I can still hear Jon
asking God for His will in both of our lives.
Jon would have graduated this June with high honor, but his testimony to others
and the reward that he received in heaven are far more valuable. A verse that helps
me is Mark 8:36, "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit
(continued on page 2)
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his soul?' I've spent a lot of time praying and reading about
heaven, thinking how wonderful it must be for Jon.
By God's grace, I was able to return to Cedarville this past
Winter Quarter. It wasn't easy for me, and there is no way I
could have done this without God's help. Memories of Jon were
everywhere I went. I had memories of him competing with the
intramural teams and playing his trumpet in pep band.
Jeremiah 29: I 1-13 has given me peace as I graduate and
am unsure about my future, "'For I know the plans I have for

you, 'declares the Lord, 'plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future . Then you will call
upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your
heart.'"
If you remember anything that I have said here, remember
that you don't have to form a pe1fect plan for your life, because
God already has one for you.

Spring Break Ministries
One of the seven objectives of
Cedarville University is "To encourage
growth in Christian character in each
student and to help the student accept his
responsibility in faithful Christian
service." The office of community
ministries strives to provide
opportunities for students to serve God
by serving others in local churches and
communities on a weekly basis
throughout the school year. Spring Break
provides a unique opportunity for
students to travel outside of the
Cedarville area and be immersed for a
week in a ministry experience that often
takes them outside their comfort zone as
they dedicate their break to serving God.
The following students shared their
Spring Break ministry experiences from
this year:

Danielle Marzano
Sophomore, Psychology Major
Hilliard, Ohio
Serving at Joy
Ranch Children's
Home (Virginia)
over Spring Break
was my first
mission trip
experience, and it
was amazing to
see the Lord work.
Initially, our team
was supposed to
be involved with a work project the
entire week, leaving little time to interact
with the children that were staying at the
home. However, God orchestrated our
time so that we were able to lead
morning and evening devotions, make

two chapel presentations, and spend
countless hours ministering one-on-one
with the residents of Joy Ranch. This
exceeded our expectations, and we were
able to develop a relationship with each
child. One girl even came to know
Christ as her personal Savior at our
final chapel service! It was incredible to
see how God opened doors and the
hearts of children so that we might
minister in a way we never thought
possible.

changed as 1 watched God orchestrate
His will among people who were willing
to be used of Him. I praise God that I
was one of His vessels!

Sarah Bartlett
Junior, Broadcasting Major
Cedarville, Ohio
Ben Delong
Junior, Church Music Ministry Major
Bellbrook, Ohio
During Spring Break, Cedarville
University's Brass Choir spent ten days
ministering to the people of Greece.
Even though the people predominantly
follow the Greek Orthodox faith, we saw
dozens of them come to a saving
knowledge of our risen Lord! God used
us to speak His Name by using the
multicultural language of music, while
Tom Mahairas, an evangelist born in
Greece and raised in New York City,
brought God's love through words they
could understand. I know my life was

This Spring Break, I traveled to Inner
City Impact (/Cl) in Chicago with 13
other Cedarville students. We worked in
the Chicago Public Schools during the
days. 1 had the opportunity to spend the
week with a combined class of third and
fourth grade gifted students. I was
amazed at the freedom we had to share
the gospel in the schools. They didn't put
any restrictions on us as we handed out
tracts, witnessed, and spoke about God.
During the evenings, we did Bible clubs
at IC/, and we were able to have contact
with boys and girls from kindergarten
through high school.
On Monday night, I had the privilege of
leading a little girl named Antonia to
Christ. It was an incredible experience!
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International Student Organization
Initiates Scholarship
nternational students weave a distinctive thread in the fabric of have a whole ministry field in Yugoslavia. Thousands of refugees
Cedarville culture. Other students comment that associating
have gone through the Center and been helped. Missionaries are
with international students has opened their eyes to what God
trained and sent all over my country. It is incredible how God can
is doing in other countries. Through relationships with
use one individual to help so many others."
internationals, students come to know parts of the world they may
Ivana Batinic is Andrea's best friend. Ivana accepted Christ as
never visit. The International Student Organization was founded in
her Savior six years ago and frequently visited the Center (six
1996 to support international students at Cedarville and to increase hours from her home) to interact with other Christians. Although
awareness of international issues among Cedarville students and in she had already completed a two-year degree from a university in
the broader Cedarville community.
Yugoslavia and taught kindergarten for two years, she was not
Fernanda Fernandes, a native of Sao Paulo, Brazil, graduated
satisfied. She yearned for training from a Christian perspective.
from Cedarville University in June, 2001 after studying nursing
She visited Andrea, who was enjoying her first year at Cedarville,
with a cross-cultural emphasis. She came to Cedarville to learn her and decided to apply for enrollment.
profession within a Christian framework , an opportunity that did
Andrea and Ivana have joined together in meeting their
not exist in Brazil. Her parents are not Ch1istians and could not
educational and vocational goals . Both women are pursuing
understand her desire for a Christ-centered education. She
degrees in psychology and are planning to return to Yugoslavia as
reflected, "I have grown so much ... being forced to be on my
counselors and educators of youth . Andrea explained, "People in
own and deal with things without my parents ' support .. . the Lord
Yugoslavia have gone through such trauma. I was there when the
has been teaching me so much about trusting in Him and helping
bombing was going on, and I know how much pain it caused."
me come to the realization that when I sing Christ is All I Need in
Ivana agreed, 'The war has done a lot of damage in people's
chapels, that is the absolute truth ."
IZ1 -------------.=..,..iiiiiiiiiiiiiii;;;l lives. They need help . They can ' t go
David Emerson, a sophomore
r - - - -...1 anywhere for advice."
communications major, was born in
Andrea stated, "That is our obligation
India, but raised in Papua New Guinea.
. . . it is our country . .. we must fill
His father worked with the government
those needs ."
as a cash crop developer until his death
They save money by sharing an
in 1997. The youngest of four children,
apartment off-campus, furnished for
David was encouraged to attend
them by faculty and staff of Cedarville.
Cedarville by his sister, Dorothy
Both work 10-20 hours a week in
Emerson Piovesan ' 98 . As an
addition to taking a full academic
international student, David does not
course load. However, Andrea does not
qualify for most forms of financial aidwork for herself. She works to help pay
grants, scholarships, or loans-so he
for lvana's tuition . Even with this help,
must rely on the support he receives
Ivana is still uncertain whether she will
from his mother and siblings and his earnings from an on-campus
have the financial resources to continue at Cedarville in the Fall.
job (as with many international students, his visa does not allow
Each of these students is unique. Yet, they all have common
him to work off-campus).
struggles and concerns for their countries. For each, Cedarville
Roy Mwangi is a native of Nairobi, Kenya. His country offered
provides a Bible-based education that is not available in their
limited educational opportunities. Although Roy desired to study
home countries. Each has enhanced the culture at Cedarville
electrical enginee1ing, the Kenya government arbitrarily placed
through his or her enthusiasm and broad worldview. Each has a
him in a home economics program. Discouraged, Roy searched
desire to return to serve in his or her native land. Finally, each has
for other options. Upon the recommendation of friends, he
struggled with significant financial burdens in obtaining his or her
enrolled at Cedarville University. Roy graduated in June 2001 and
higher education.
To help meet the needs of these students, the International
plans to enter graduate school. Once his education is complete,
Roy plans to return to Kenya to start a business in the computer
Student Organization (ISO) has taken the initiative to establish the
industry, using the revenues to support youth outreach programs.
International Student Organization Scholarship. ISO designed the
Andrea Franka is from the war-torn country of Yugoslavia.
scholarship as an endowment-a perpetual fund that uses only
Before Andrea was born, American missionaries helped her
investment earnings to award scholarships to international students
parents come to the U.S . to train for missions . Andrea was born in
who have exceptional financial need. ISO is asking individuals
Ame1ica during this time. When her family returned to their
with a heart for international students and a desire to contribute to
country, they established the only Christian Center in Yugoslavia.
this scholarship project to contact Kim Longo or Dave Bartlett in
The Center provides much needed literature, fellowship , and
the office of gift planning at 1-800-766-1115 .
training for Christians and missionaries . Andrea stated, "All
because of one man [her father] that was helped by Americans, we

I

Gift Planning

Turn Rental Headaches
into Cash
he Smiths decided to invest their extra cash in
local real estate after their children were grown
and out on their own. They bought several
small houses and maintained them as rental property.
The rental income supplemented their earnings, and
they hoped the houses would appreciate in value.
Now in their late 70s, the Smiths are finding that
the benefits of owning the rental property no longer
justify the required time and expense. The houses are
older, and the repairs are more frequent and more
costly. The Smiths' houses have fully depreciated,
eliminating most of the tax advantage of continued
ownership. The Smiths have found it more and more
difficult to locate conscientious tenants. However,
they still need to supplement their retirement income
with income from rental properties or from an
alternate source. The Smiths can sell their rental
property and invest the proceeds, but the properties
have depreciated to a zero basis. Therefore, capital
gains tax would reduce the sale proceeds by at least
20 percent.
The Smiths would like to support Cedarville
University, earn a current year income tax deduction,
create lifelong income for themselves, and avoid the
capital gains tax that would be created by a sale.
They can achieve all four of these goals by
establishing a charitable remainder unitrust with
Cedarville University. Their properties can be

T

Rental
Property
Avoid Capital Gains Tax

'
'

Gift Year
come Ti
eductio

By funding a charitable remainder unitrust
with rental property, the Smiths are able to:
.,/
.,/
.,/
.,/

Support Cedarville University
Earn a current year income tax deduction
Create lifelong income for themselves
Avoid capital gains tax on resale of rental
property

transferred to the trust without realizing capital gain. The gift created
by the transfer of property ownership provides a current year income
tax deduction for the Smiths. The trust then sells the properties and
invests the proceeds, creating an income stream for the trust
beneficiaries, the Smiths. The residual trust asset transfers to the
University at the death of the donors .
If you would like to learn more about the benefits of planned
giving arrangements, please contact Dave Bartlett or Kim Longo.

Contact the Office of Gift Planning
Letter
Office of Gift Planning
Cedarville College
251 N. Main Street
Cedarville , OH 45314

Phone
1-800-766- 1115
Dave Bartlett or
Kim Longo

E-mail
bartletd@cedarville .edu
longok@cedarville .edu

Fax
1-937-766-7628

update
Allison Blosser
Sophomore Nursing Major
Dayton, Ohio

Please Pray For ...
•

As I reflect on the time I was able to spend at the Shepherd's Home this year, I am
reminded of how the Lord can use opportunities to refocus my perspective on Him.
The Shepherd's Home (Wisconsin) is a residential facility for mentally and physically
disabled individuals. I describe Shepherd's as "heaven on earth. " The residents love the
Lord so much, and they know that He answers prayer. Their simple faith is inspiring and
convicting. They love people for who they are and are accepting of visitors and anyone
with whom they come in contact. I went to the Shepherd's Home to minister and came back
having been ministered to. This was my second visit, and I would encourage anyone to
spend time at this wonderful place with these dear people. What a blessing they are!

Our teams as they travel
throughout the United States.
Pray that they will have safety
and reach many souls for
Christ.

•

Our 583 graduates as they
set out on paths such as
seeking employment,
beginning new jobs, getting
married, and striving to serve
the Lord in their communities.

Douglas Bierer
Junior Bible-Pastoral Studies Major
Erie, Pa.
Our Spring Break team went
to The Master's Mission in
Robbinsville, N. C. The
Master's Mission is a
missionary training and
sending agency that instructs
missionary candidates in the
Bible and in technical areas,
such as mechanics, drafting,
construction, and welding.
Our team was able to work
alongside the missionaries,
taking care of the property,
repairing automobiles, and
Douglas Bierer (second from right) worked at The Master's Mission in North Carolina.
preparing packages to be
shipped to the field. The Lord was not only able to use us to help and encourage the staff
and candidates, but He allowed us to be instructed and encouraged in our spiritual walk
as well. It was an incredible experience that has given me a different outlook on what it
means to serve God and to give one's life to Him.

Summer Calendar of Events
July
5-7
19-21
26-28

September
Summer Preview for Youth
Summer Preview for Youth
Summer Preview for Youth
For registration information, call
1-800-CEDARVILLE.

20

August
2-4

7

14- 16
15-16

Summer Preview for Youth
Summer School Session II begins

Getting Started Weekend
Cedarville Open
(men's golf tournament)
For registration information, call
1-800-766-1115.
2001-2001 academic year
begins

• The health and safety of the
Missions Involvement Services
(MIS) teams as they work,
travel , and minister in foreign
countries.
• Our 25 new faculty members
as they prepare for their first
quarter at Cedarville.

Contact Update By:
Letter

Annual Fund Office
Attn: Jennifer Clingan
251 N. Main Street
Cedarville, OH 45314
Phone

937-7 66-7800
Fax

937-766-7704
E-mail

annualfund@cedarville.edu
Web URL

www.cedarville.edu/services/fphome.htm

update
Graduation Quotes

Senior Perspectives
On June 2, 2001, 583 seniors received their diploma and commenced a new
chapter in their lives. Often, such an experience causes reflection. Following are
reflections from three graduates on their days at Cedarville.
Esther S. Loh
English Education
Hong Kong, China

Dr. Dixon delivered an
encouraging, challenging
message to the 583 graduates at
Cedarville's 105th commencement
ceremony. His address, "Life's
Perplexities and God's Promises,"
was taken from the class theme
verse, Psalm 73:23-28.

If you look around in today's culture, you will
be depressed. But there is good news! There is
more to life than this life. If you don't grasp
that, you won't be happy. You are just pilgrims
on your way to a better place in eternity.
There is an hour, amoment coming when you
will leave this life and step out into eternity.
Are you ready? You must know God.
Serve God in your families. Build Godhonoring families. Serve God in your
community. The answer to life's perplexities is
God's promises. I want you to know that if you
ever wonder if anyone else cares or loves you,
God does. Don't quit on God. Serve God.
Know God.

Because my parents are in Hong Kong, I found myself on my
own when I came to Cedarville. Since then, I have learned to
rely on God, follow Him and live by faith, and trust that He will
provide all I need. He led me through the difficult times, and He
has blessed me with much more than I ever imagined. Truly, I
have learned that Christ is all I need. When I had the
opportunity to be part of a Missions Involvement Services trip to
China, I met people who had never heard about God. It made me realize how blessed I
have been to grow up knowing of Him and His love. I appreciate the caring, godly
people at Cedarville. Faculty and staff members were always willing to pray with me.
My friends even shared their own families with me and included me in their holiday
activities! I never had to spend a break on campus. I am thankful for the way
Cedarville has prepared me for the future. I have not only sharpened my teaching
skills, but I also have been grounded in biblical truths.
Caleb Smith
Christian Education I Youth

Frankfort, Ind.
The most important lesson that I have learned at Cedarville is
that God has control of my life at all times. When I came here
as a freshman, I was out of touch with God and wanted total
control of my life. Later that year; God brought me to my knees,
an.d I ar:kn.nwledged my sins nnd go.vi' my lif" tn Him tn use in

whatever way He sees fit. I am thankful for the staff and faculty
at Cedarville. The Christlike character that was shown to me is
something I will never forget, and I will never forget Dr. Chris Miller. He cares for his
students more than anyone I've ever met, but it is his love for God and his family that
has made such an impression on me. After graduation, I will begin my first full-time
position as the director of student ministries at Presbyterian Church of the Redeemer
in Snellville, Ga. In July, I will be marrying my best friend, Tisha Tapp, also a 2001
Cedarville grad. May God direct our path, and may we follow Him with all of our
being!
Andrew Rodriguez
Pre law
Concord, N.H.

Here at Cedarville, I have always been exhorted and given
opportunities to constantly draw closer to God. I have come to
realize that continued growth is the most important thing in a
Christian's life, and it is a conscious action that takes work and
faith on our part. I am thankful for the example Dr. Gerson
Moreno -Riaiio has been to me. His knowledge and ability to
understand issues from a scriptural standpoint has encouraged
me to search truths out for myself. Most recently, I have had the privilege to lead the
student body as the Student Government Association (SGA) worship leader.
That experience alone tested my faith more than any previous one. Starting out, I felt
completely inadequate. It was only when I realized that it was God at work and not
me, that I understood I didn't have to be adequate. God is more than able to handle the
job; I just have to be willing. One of the highlights of my time at Cedarville was
meeting my fiancee, Rachel Puckett. In the future, we plan to go to Costa Rica as
missionaries. God has given us a special call, and to serve Him in this capacity will be
our greatest honor.

